November 23, 2009
Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Plan A (thesis option) and Plan B (non-thesis option) requirements for the Master of Science Degree in Statistics 

In addition to meeting the course requirements, students must select one of the following options for the Master of Science (MS) Degree in Statistics. Once a student has enrolled in Stat 799A or signed up for an exam, a switch between the two options is not allowed.

Plan A: The thesis option requires the approval of the graduate advisor and the statistics division faculty member who will chair the committee. Students in Plan A must include Statistics 799A in the 30-unit program and are required to pass a final oral examination on the thesis, open to the public.

Plan B: Students planning to take the Plan B option have to take at least 2 units of Stat 795, and one unit of Stat 720 or 790 or an additional unit of 795.  In addition, the non-thesis option requires a two-part comprehensive examination in lieu of a thesis. Policies and procedures for the Plan B examination are given below.

Policies and Procedures for the Plan B examination: 

· Students in the Plan B option must pass a two-part comprehensive examination. Part 1 of the exam will cover theory and methods from core courses including Stat 670A, Stat 670B and Stat 560. In addition, students must pick two electives from Stat 672, 673, 676, 677, 678, 679, 680A, 680B, 696, 700 and 701. This is a four-hour closed-book written exam. Part 2 of the exam is a written report of a data analysis project. Each student will be given a data set and corresponding scientific questions. Students will have one week to complete the data analysis and to produce a written report, not to exceed 7 pages. Collaboration on the data analysis and report writing is not allowed. Any collaboration will be deemed as cheating and result in a failing grade. 
· The theory exam (part 1) will be given at 1-5pm on Wednesday before fall semester classes begin each year. The data analysis project (part 2) will be available on the web and in the department office at 10 am on Monday of the 12th week of each spring semester. The written report is due on the following Monday before noon. (For purposes of these exams, the spring break is not counted as a week of the spring semester.)

· As a one-time offer, an additional theory exam will be given at 1-5pm on Friday of the 11th week in Spring 2005. 

· Students must sign up for spring exams with Dennis Conte (GMCS 415) by March 1, and for the fall exam by July 1, at which time each student must choose the two electives for the theory exam. Cancellations should be done before these deadlines as well, or a failing grade will be given. At the time of the exam, each student will be given a random ID number to be used on the exams. 

· Students may take the two parts of the exam in any order. Each part of the exam may be taken by a student at most two times.  

November 18, 2004
Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Plan A (thesis option) and Plan B (non-thesis option) requirements for the Master of Science Degree in Statistics with concentration in Biostatistics 

In addition to meeting the course requirements, students must select one of the following options for the Master of Science (MS) Degree in Statistics with concentration in Biostatistics. Once a student has enrolled in Stat 799A or signed up for an exam, a switch between the two options is not allowed. 

Plan A: The thesis option requires the approval of the graduate advisor and the statistics division faculty member who will chair the committee. Students in Plan A must include Statistics 799A in the 30-unit program and are required to pass a final oral examination on the thesis, open to the public.

Plan B: Students planning to take the Plan B option have to take at least 2 units of Stat 795, and one unit of Stat 720 or 790 or an additional unit of 795. In addition, the non-thesis option requires a two-part comprehensive examination in lieu of a thesis. Policies and procedures for the Plan B examination are given below. 

Policies and Procedures for the Plan B examination: 

· Students in the Plan B option must pass a two-part comprehensive examination. Part 1 of the exam will cover theory and methods from core courses including Stat 670A, Stat 670B, Stat 680A, Stat 680B, and Stat 560. This is a four-hour closed-book written exam. Part 2 of the exam is a written report of a data analysis project. Each student will be given a data set and corresponding scientific questions. Students will have one week to complete the data analysis and to produce a written report, not to exceed 7 pages. Collaboration on the data analysis and report writing is not allowed. Any collaboration will be deemed as cheating and result in a failing grade.
· The theory exam (part 1) will be given at 1-5pm on Wednesday before fall semester classes begin each year. The data analysis project (part 2) will be available on the web and in the department office at 10 am on Monday of the 12th week of each spring semester. The written report is due on the following Monday before noon. (For purposes of these exams, the spring break is not counted as a week of the spring semester.)

· As a one-time offer, an additional theory exam will be given at 1-5pm on Friday of the 11th week in Spring 2005. 

· Students must sign up for spring exams with Dennis Conte (GMCS 415) by March 1, and for the fall exam by July 1. Cancellations should be done before these deadlines as well, or a failing grade will be given. At the time of the exam, each student will be given a random ID number to be used on the exams. 

· Students may take the two parts of the exam in any order. Each part of the exam may be taken by a student at most two times.  

